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04/29/2009 - U.S. EPA CID Special Agent (SA) [DIISHNE "¢ SA

EDINEEN  ntervieved [DINISIEEEEE vl oyee of the Village of
Crestwood' s Departnent of Public Works (DPW regarding his know edge of

and i nvolvenment in the operation of Crestwood' s Well #1.

DETAI LS
On April 29, 2009, U S. EPA CID Special Agent (SA) BN 2d

SADINEEEE terviewed [DINISIEEEEEE <l oyee of the Village
of Crestwood's Department of Public Wrks (DPW regarding [[Jjjjknow edge

of and involvenent in the operation of Crestwood's Wll #1. SIS
was interviewed during the execution of a federal search warrant at the
DPW After being informed of the identity of the interview ng agents and

the purpose of the interview, [ r'ovided the follow ng
i nformation:

DICE . OIS C cstvood, |L 60445; DL [N
EINISE: 'csidence telephone: DINISHEEE: cc'!ul ar tel ephone: [BIER

BN aos i nformed by the agents that[ijj] was free to | eave at any

time during the interview, to which IINSHEEEE r<r'ied that [

under st ood.

DI ccoan @lc ! oynent with the DPWin 1989. BIISHEEN i s
currently the Water Department Supervisor and reports directly to (SR

Bl of the DPW IS has held this title for approximtely
four years, and was given the title by then Crestwood Mayor [N
EINISEN 2fter @ eceived a Aass C water operator |icense.

DI comented that[f] took the Iicense exam el even tinmes between
1990 and 1995. Prior to beconmi ng the Water Departnent Supervisor
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DI 'cos enpl oyed as a nmi ntenance/ general |aborer for the DPW

Even thoughfifj holds the title of Water Department Supervisor,

EINISE cxrlained that @ is not the "operator in charge" of the
Water Departrent. [SISESHEE s the "operator in charge"” and has been
so for as long asiiNSSHEE has been enployed by the DPW[DIEISIE 2' so

holds a Cass C License.( |G '2s the Water Qperator prior
to DS t hough (@] i s now the Crestwood Chief of Police.

As a part of (] i ob duties, DS ckes daily readings of the

chlorination of the drinking water at the punp station, inspects the

equi pment and conducts routine maintenance. (SIS c'arified that
the punp station is where Crestwood receives water from Al sip.
EINISE co!lects sanples of the drinking water on a bi-nonthly
basis. IS s 0iven a list of locations of where to collect the
sanpl es from (SIS 2l t hough [[@}i s under the inpression that the
I'11inois EPA (I EPA) determnes the sanpling locations. [DIEESELN\V is the
poi nt of contact from | EPA (SIS cdcscri bed @rr ocess for
collecting sanples as: let the water run fromthe tap for two m nutes,
take a clean sanple of water, nmaking sure [[Jjjhas at |east 100 m of water
inthe sample jar, witing on the |lid of the sanple jar to notate the

|l ocation, and refrigerating the sanples until they are sent to the | EPA
for analysis. The sanple collection jars are supplied to the DPW byl
EIUIE (sic) fromEnvirotest. The sanples are anal yzed by either |EPA
or a private |lab. IS does test the sanples for chlorine with a
hand held instrument. [SEJS stores the lab analysis reports in the DPW
of fice.

DI outinely checks the flow neter at the punp station and used
to check the neter at Well 1 until they stopped using it in 2007. The
wel | was capped neaning the notor for the punp was renoved a few nonths
prior to this interview. Fromthe beginning of [(SISHIEEEc:' oynent
and continuing until Decenber of 2007, Crestwood utilized Wll 1 on a
regul ar basis. [JISJESHI noted that the well would not be used during
ti mes mai ntenance was being perfornmed or repairs needed to be nade. [N
DI s the contractor hired by the Village when repairs or nmaintenance

was need which (SIS cou! d not dOIEIS About fifteen years ago
a [DIGISE ' cr! aced the shaft for the well. During tines of heavy

rain then Mayor IS 'oul d order (DI c not use the

wel | .

DI os not aware that the well was contami nated until 2007 when
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they had a "bad sanple"” and were told not to use the well anynore. Wile
no one told IS ot to use the well prior to 2007, @ often
wondered why they would be using it if they have city water. It was not
until a couple of weeks ago that [J] began to realize that there may have
been earlier known issues with the well. [BIESHEE cxr! ai ned that
whi | e [[@was on vacation a couple of weeks prior to this interview a few
of {Bfriends calledifjiiijite'!ing @ of the news reports that the
village knew the well was contam nated earlier than reported. \Wen

DI cturned to work i was told to see an attorney. SA

NS Cvi SRS thet @l ves not going to askiill what
the discussions were at this neeting. (IS cr!ied that it was an

attorney hired by the village and not[{Jjjjj own attorney.

MA@ hat ves going on with the el | . NGNS

replied "I guess they got a bad sanple in 2007. A nunber of other DPW
enpl oyees were present during this conversation and one of them nenti oned
somet hi ng about pol yvinyl chloride in the water.

DN cxpl ained that SIS croved a | ogbook fromthe well punp
house in 2007 and as far as (SIS knows the well was not used

since its closure in Decenber of 2007. [ (IS 'citerated that the
wel | was used up until 2007. SIS sti!! nakes routine checks of
the well punp house as there is a neter associated with the ball field
| ocated there. The ball field utilizes city water and does not use the

well in question for water supply.
A chlorine injection systemwas used at the well until its closure. The
wel | punped into one of the two one nillion gallon reservoir tanks owned

by the village.

DI s famliar with the consuner confidence reports and

expl ained that the periodically citizens are asked to collect sanples
fromtheir tap which are then analyzed for copper and | ead. SIS
was not aware of any other contaninants being reported in the consumer
confidence reports. [ISJESHE s not sure howthe citizens are

sel ected for participation in the sanpling program but explained that [

gets a list of addresses from SIS EIBISN conpl etes the Mnthly
Operating Reports for the village.

SAUIUISEE cxr! ained that the agents had credible evidence that
showed that certain village officials knew that the well was contani nat ed

prior to 2007. SA DINISEE-s<cd DINISEN ' Hat @ woul d have done
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if he had known this information prior to 2007. (S 'cr/ied "I'd
call the newspaper or sonething” and explained that [fJ] |ives three bl ocks
fromthe well . SIESHEE <t on to say thatij only learned of the
pol yvinyl contam nation afterffjjj was called to a neeting at village hall.
This neeting occurred whil Sl “as on nedical |eave and

DINCOE DI Cestwod DPWDirector, was at the neeting
and introducediJINIESII (o representatives of a conmpany who were

di scussing the installation of a filtration systemon the well. SA
BN i other village enployees such as a village nanager woul d
have known about the contam nation of the well prior to 2007.

DI cr!ied that[i@] is just a nushroom around here and is not

told nuch information. IS 2dded that SN vwoul d have a good
know edge of the use of the well as [[fjj was enpl oyed by the DPWprior to

becomi ng the police chief. SIS comented again: "If 1'd known
I'"d report it."

The interview with SADIEESE 2nd SADIGISE cnded at this point.
About an hour after the interview concluded, SIS 2rrroached SA

BN (o clarify that whenff] was di scussing the closure of the
wel | [@ was sure it had been shut down in 2007 and not 1997. This report
has been witten to reflect this clarification. SIS 2 so
described to SA IS 2~ | ncident which occurred in 2007 where
Il N\U fromthe | EPA discovered during a trip to Crestwood that the
DPW enpl oyees were flushing the well to a stormdrain. According to
DINESEEE B wes directed by (IS to flush the well in this manner
and had been doing so since 2004. The flushing was done to purge the well
and was akin to flushing fire hydrants as it would get the rust out of
the lines. (IS <xr! ai ned that the fire hose discharged onto a
parking | ot which then drained into a county stormdrain which discharges
to Tinley Creek. SA [DINISEEE shovedDINISE - b! veprint which @)
confirmed was the plan to install a line fromthe well to the sanitary
sewer systemso that they could continue to flush the well . [ SIESHIINEGE
does not believe that the Iine was ever constructed.

SA DI G:sked i f (IS 'could be willing to neet the agents

at the punp house for the well as they had a search warrant for that
location. (SIS 20'ced to do so and explained that all of the DPW
enpl oyees have keys to the punp house. At approximately 2:45 pm

DS -t S DS S/ DS, S DI nd USCG

SAUIUISEEE e punp house for the well . SIS . ocked the
punp house for the agents. SIS roi nted out the punp notor which
had been renoved fromthe well, the flow nmeter which was utilized during
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the well's operation. The flow nmeter was a totalizer nmeaning that it was
never reset to zero. The flow nmeter was already in use when IS
beganigil empl oynment with DPWin 1988. An electricity nmeter is located in
the punp house as wel |, whi chiSISJESI cxr! ai ned is checked once a
mont h by enpl oyees of Com Ed.

EINISE hen pointed out a tiner device located on the wall of the

punp house. IS cxr! ained that the tiner is very simlar to a
sprinkler tinmer used on many hones. The tinmer was used to control the

runni ng of the punp to the well. The user can set the starting and ending
times for the punp to run. [IESHEE Vos directed by SIS or when
and how to use the well, such as using it less in the winter and nore in

the sumrer. IS 2ssured that [DIESEVes receiving @ orders
fromthen Mayor (IS 2 that was the "way the information
flowed. " SINESHEE cdescribed the use of the tinmer as an "everyday
thing." (SIESE to' dOIGISI (o keep the use of the well to around
ten percent of the gallons punped fromthe reservoir. To achieve this
IS checked the flow neter for the reservoir, calculated ten
percent of the flowin gallons, and set the tiner for the well
accordingly. Once (BINIOHEEE UINEE 2nd DIGESEN 'cre discussing the
use of the well and what the | EPA would do about it. During this
conversation (SIS cormented "let themcone after us." This

di scussi on took place after the I EPA cited Crestwood for flushing the
well into a stormdrain.

SA Bl asked (DI 2obout the chlorination system which was still
in place. IS rci nted out the sanpling point from which | would
dravigil nronthly sanples. On the sanple for s IS noted "raw'

where the chlorine residual reading was to be recorded as this sanple
location was pre-chlorination. SIS vsed the gl ass vacuum seal ed
sanple jars provided to [ by DIEISH to collect these sanples.
DI usecd to use a "roto-neter” to analyze the sanples for

chl orine residuals although the I EPA required Crestwood to begin using an
el ectronic analysis device. (IS confirned that this is the
instrument currently located on [(INSIcesk at the DPW

SA @ recorded the following information for the punp: cycle 60; volts
208-220/240; RPM 1750; DI sc'ial no: 51-451-183-6; type:
1450.

DI :ttempted to gain access to the chlorine storage roomof the
wel I punp house but the key broke in the |ock. (SIS ' coked into
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the roomfroma w ndow in the door and said [gjjcoul d see one chlorine
tank being stored in the room The cylinders are 150 | bs each and
EINISEEUscd a scale located in the chlorine roomto determ ne how
much gas was left in each cylinder and thus when [f] needed to get a new
one. DI <! ai ned that when the well was in operation i woul d
retrieve a new cylinder fromthe reservoir punp house Crestwood purchases
chlorine fromAqua Chemi cals in South Holland, Illinois. Eight to nine
chlorine cylinders are typically stored at the reservoir punp house.
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